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Introduction to the day
The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s
readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither
the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will
gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering.
Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we
already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens
our faith in the promises of God.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE
The Lighting of the Advent Candle

The Levi family

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
We light the first candle on the Advent wreath as we rejoice in the blessings that
have come to us through the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. God told Abraham
that through one of his descendants "all families of the earth shall be blessed."
Holy Child of Bethlehem, you were born among us to live and die and rise in
fulfillment of God's promise to bless all nations.
The promised descendant of Abraham, Jesus Christ, is a blessing for people of all
nations who trust in him for salvation. "So then, those who are of faith are blessed
along with Abraham, the man of faith."
Holy Child of Bethlehem, be born in us today. Through faith in your name,
Lord Jesus, we have the blessings of forgiveness and salvation.

WE SING "HE CAME DOWN" He Came Down (ELW 253) Verse 1

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.
Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen.
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess
them to the one who is merciful and just.
God of new beginnings,
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from
your paths. We dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with your
refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit
worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen.

People of God,
a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. By water and the
Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on Christ, and your sins have
been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (ELW 254)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE – GLORIA

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save
us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way
of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM

Zion Hears the Watchman Singing

Arr. John Shannon

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-8
1
Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your
father's house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation,
and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I
will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you
all the families of the earth shall be blessed."
4
So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5Abram took his wife Sarai
and his brother's son Lot, and all the possessions that they had gathered, and the
persons whom they had acquired in Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of
Canaan. When they had come to the land of Canaan, 6Abram passed through the
land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were
in the land. 7Then the LORD appeared to Abram, and said, "To your offspring I will
give this land." So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him.
8
From there he moved on to the hill country on the east of Bethel, and pitched his
tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to the
LORD and invoked the name of the LORD.
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-8
1
What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the
flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but
not before God. 3For what does the scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it

was reckoned to him as righteousness." 4Now to one who works, wages are not
reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5But to one who without works trusts him
who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 6So also David
speaks of the blessedness of those to whom God reckons righteousness apart from
works: 7"Blessed are those whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are
covered; 8blessed is the one against whom the Lord will not reckon sin."
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-56
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
39
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When
Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me,
that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your

greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed
that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord."
46
And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from
now on all generations will call me blessed; 49for the Mighty One has done great
things for me, and holy is his name. 50His mercy is for those who fear him from
generation to generation. 51He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the
proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52He has brought down the powerful from their
thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good things, and
sent the rich away empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his
mercy, 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his
descendants forever." 56And Mary remained with her about three months and then
returned to her home.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

MESSAGE

Pastor Neil Brady

HYMN OF THE DAY Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers (ELW 244)

CREED
Let us profess our faith using the words of the Apostles' Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Lord and Savior, you were born among us in fulfillment of the promise to Abraham,
that one of his descendants would be a blessing to people of all nations. By your
suffering and death, you atoned for the sins of the world. Holy Child of
Bethlehem,
Be born in us today. Like Abraham, we too are blessed to be a blessing to
others. Guide and protect all who carry the good news of Jesus to every
community and nation. Help us to support them with our gifts and prayers.
Lord and Savior, Abraham believed your promise and his faith was counted as
righteousness. Through faith in your name, we too are counted righteous. Through
your suffering, death and resurrection, we have received the blessings of
forgiveness, life and salvation. Holy Child of Bethlehem,
Be born in us today. We pray that the Holy Spirit will work through our acts
of love and our words of witness so that others will come to know and
worship you as Lord.

Lord and Savior, have mercy on those who are suffering through illness and loss.
Today we remember
and those we name aloud or in the
silence of our hearts. Watch over them and comfort them through the promises of
your holy Word. Lead us as we seek ways to help and serve those in need so that we
might share our blessings with them. Holy Child of Bethlehem,
Be born in us today. As we have been blessed through your birth, help us to
bless others in your name.
Lord and Savior, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of the
faithful who now rest in you, confident in the promise of resurrection from life.
Be born in us today. Guide us as we strive to live out the examples of saintly
lives, now gathered in your heavenly kingdom.
Holy Savior, Lord of all nations, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit,
gather our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING HYMN - Praise and Thanksgiving (ELW 689 – verse 1)

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray,
Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty
ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread and wine, and make us messengers
of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this
through Christ our Savior. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God, who has come to save you.
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG

COMMUNION HYMN What Feast of Love (ELW 487)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray,
Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven
to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your
promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery.
Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
PASTOR'S PRAYER
Sisters and brothers, we live each day with great expectation for the One who is to
be born among us. God is with us and the Holy Spirit blesses us with the
knowledge of that promise. Together we pray, Christ Jesus, be born in us today.
BLESSING
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace
of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG The King Shall Come (ELW 260)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“What’s Happening at Peace”
Events for the next two weeks…
November 27-December 4
Sunday 11/27
9:30 am
Worship Service w/ Noisy Bucket
Fellowship Following the service
10:45 am
Sunday School
Tuesday 11/29

10:00 am

IT Team Meeting

Wednesday 11/30 7:00 pm

Book Club

Thursday 12/1

Choir Rehearsal

7:00 pm

December 4-December 11
Sunday 12/4
9:30 am

Worship Service-Fellowship Following

Wednesday 12/7

7:00 pm

Book Club

Thursday 12/8

8:30 am
7:00 pm
9:30 am
10:45 am

Men’s Breakfast
Choir Rehearsal
Worship Service-Fellowship Following
Christmas Play Practice

Sunday 12/11

Announcements:
Flowers today are from Lorene Crigier for Thanksgiving Blessings.
Tree Decorating Tree decorating following today’s worship service. Everyone
welcome to help set up and decorate the trees.
Noisy Bucket Sunday Today is Noisy Bucket Sunday. The youth will be passing
around a “bucket” for your loose change. The youth decide each month where the
noisy bucket offering will be donated. October’s offering was donated to Loads of
Love.
Poinsettias for Hunger/Farm Animals
Poinsettias for Hunger / farm animals This year, as we have done in the past,
instead of having a multitude of live poinsettias (which die in a few weeks) given in
Memory, or for God’s Blessings, or in Honor of someone to decorate the church we
will be hanging Poinsettia cards/ornaments on our Christmas tree in the gathering

area at church. Each card will have the name of whom it was given in memory of,
or in honor of, or in thanksgiving for written on it. Each card will be $10.00 and the
money donated will go to ELCA’s Good gifts to purchase farm animals or food to
donate to needy families throughout the world. Poinsettias for Hunger order forms
monetary gifts are due back by December 18th.
Snuggly-Throws Bev DeFord has more snuggly-throws both for children and
adults. If you would like to purchase one call her at 517-543-0930 to see them. All
such money will be given to the Cookie Walk fund.
Our Helping Hands Ministry Each month our Community in Action team will be
collecting donations for our continued partnership with the Helping Hands ministry
in Charlotte. November’s donations are gloves and hand warmers. December’s
donation will be Peanut Butter.
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Prayers of Peace…let us continue to hold up in prayer all those in need of God’s
comfort, healing, and peace in their lives.
Prayers of Thanksgiving
 Having a warm place on cold snowy days
Prayers for Healing and Health













Linda Badlegy
Tina Buckman
Dan Cox
Dixie Espinosa
Beverly and Jack
DeFord
Amber Gareiss
Paul Hamilton
Frank Herrick
Nancy Holderread
Nancy Holtz
Terry Jorgensen
Jane LeBlanc

 Bob Leeser
 Beverly and Del
Leffler
 Stacy Leiby
 Chuck Leimbach
 Dolores McCoy
 Glen and Linda
Meyer
 Bobby Peterman
 Mark Schadd
 Edna Sprague
 Dean Steward
 Teia Zischke

Prayers for Comfort
 The family of Janet Ball
Prayers-“Just Because We Do”





Compassion children and families
The people recovering from Hurricane Ian and other places of disaster
the people of Ukraine and other places in conflict in our world
our military, our leaders, our firefighters and police/sheriff officers
EMT’s and Paramedics
 members of Peace Lutheran Church
 family, friends, and yourself

