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Introduction to the day 
In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh and 

drink his blood; even many of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is the backdrop in 

John’s gospel for Peter’s confession of faith. “To whom can we go?” asks Peter, in 

words we sometimes sing just before the gospel is read. “You have the words of 

eternal life.” In order to take such a stand, as Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us to 

arm ourselves with the word of God. We pray in the Spirit that we might be bold 

ambassadors of the gospel. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, who looks upon us in compassion, forgives 

our sin, and heals our lives. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Have mercy, O God, 

against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your compassion, cleanse us from 

our sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a new heart and give us a 

steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away but fill us with your Holy Spirit and 

restore your joy within us.  Amen. 

As tender as parent to child, so deep is God's compassion for you.  As high as 

heaven is above earth, so vast is God's love for you. As far as east is from west, so 

far God removes your sin from you, renewing your life through Jesus Christ. 

Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love. 

Blessed be God forever! 

 

 

 

 



GATHERING SONG Come, All You People: Uyaimose (ELW 819) 

 
 

 

 

 

 



CALL TO WORSHIP 

Come, Holy Spirit!   

Come, Holy Spirit! 

Come, breath of God and fill the minds and hearts of yourpeople. 

Come, fire of truth and kindle in us the flame of your love. 

Come, font of wisdom, enlighten us and give us counsel and insight. 

Come, leading spirit and guide our lives.  

Come, Holy Spirit! 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray together, 

O God, you opened our hearts by sending into us your Holy Spirit.  Direct us 

by the light of the Spirit that we may have a right judgement in all things and 

rejoice at all times in you. Bless us with the Spirit's grace and presence. Keep 

us steadfast in our faith and united in love, that we may manifest your glory 

and prepare for the way of your Kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 

 

GREETING 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our 

choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, 

we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 



WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

OUR GOSPEL READING FOR TODAY: John 6:56-69 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said,] 56“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in 

them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so 

whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from 

heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats 

this bread will live forever.” 59He said these things while he was teaching in the 

synagogue at Capernaum. 

 60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who 

can accept it?” 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about 

it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 62Then what if you were to see the Son of 

Man ascending to where he was before? 63It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is 

useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But among you 

there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the 

ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. 65And he 

said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted 

by the Father.” 

 66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about 

with him. 67So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 68Simon 

Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
69We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

YOUTH MESSAGE 

 

MESSAGE    Pastor Neil Brady 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY The Peace of the Lord: La paz del Señor (ELW 646) 

 
 



AFFIRMATION OF OUR FAITH 

I believe in God, who places joy in our souls, dancing in our toes, and songs in 

our hearts. I believe God wanted gladness to flow like a river and so created a 

bountiful earth with plenty for all to share. 
  
I believe in Jesus, who turned water into wine, celebrated life with outcasts and 

sinners, and touched the broken so they could leap and dance. I believe Jesus 

opened the doors and set an extra place so we could feast.  
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, who prompts us to smile, who sends us invitations 

to come and dine, who nudges us to openness and tenderness. I believe the 

Spirit is present every time we gather and is always urging us to live joyfully 

and walk hopefully. 
 

OUR PRAYER FOR THE DAY 

Let us pray together, 
God of love, we thank you for all with which you have blessed us even to this 

day: for the gift of joy in days of health and strength, and for the gifts of your 

abiding presence and promise in days of pain and grief.  
  
We praise you for home and friends, and for our baptism and place in your 

church with all who have faithfully lived and died. Above all else we thank you 

for Jesus, who knew our griefs, who died our death and rose for our sake, and 

who lives and prays for us. Amen  
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING SONG Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (Hillert) (ELW 182) 

 
 

 

 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray, 

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to 

the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in 

this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the 

world. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through the great 

shepherd of your flock, our Savior Jesus Christ; who after his resurrection sent forth 

the apostles to preach the gospel and teach all nations, and promised to be with 

them, even to the end of the age. And so, with the glorious company of the apostles, 

with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SPOKEN) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of pow’r and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

We praise you, all holy God, our maker, our redeemer, our keeper, for the universe 

beyond our knowing, for lands and seas and all their animals, for the farms and 

orchards and all their sustenance, and for friends and visitors and family, for homes 

and grocery stores and schools, for churches, synagogues, and all places of worship. 
  



We praise you for your covenant people, for Abraham and Sarah, Moses and 

Miriam, for the Old Testament leaders and heroes, and for centuries of faithful 

Christians, for Mary and Mary Magdalene, Peter and Paul, for all the apostles and 

witnesses of the early church, and for the faithful who now rest in your presence. 
  
We praise you for your Son Christ Jesus, who died on the cross and rose from a 

tomb, with the promise of forgiveness and life eternal, who now sits with you in the 

heavenly kingdom, Who on the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 

bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: this cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you  and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
And so we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
We pray for your Holy Spirit, your breath, your fire, your wisdom, and her presence 

and guidance in our lives. 
  
Nourish us with the body and blood of Christ, inspire your people for service, 

giving us strength to proclaim all that is good, and renew the world with your 

mercy, with your healing, your justice, and your peace, that all may come to know 

your love. 
  
We praise you, all holy God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, today, 

tomorrow and forever.  Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 

Come! 

 

COMMUNION SONG Come, Let Us Eat (ELW 491) 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray, 

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever 

ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world 

with your own life. In your name we pray. Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

PASTOR'S PRAYER 

Sisters and brothers, today we heard of the disciples’ difficulty in believing the 

words of Jesus.  They made the choice to follow anyway because they believed in 

him.  I pray we always trust our decision to follow, believing in the promise that 

Christ Jesus walks with us.  And I pray we always see the light of Christ as it dwells 

in our lives.  

 

BLESSING 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be 

upon you now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING SONG Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises (ELW 535) 

 



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

 


