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Introduction to the day

Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The
Spirit guides us into merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what
Is fractured and divided. Such merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having
put on Christ. It is the gift of the life-giving Spirit. It is a reflection of God’s glory
revealed in Christ.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring
of life. Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us
confess our sin.

Merciful God,

you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the ways we
act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our
neighbors; we resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and
fear; we assume the worst about one another. Cleanse us from our faults

and release us from their grasp. Show us your lovingkindness. Restore our
hearts and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. |

have called you by name. You are mine.” In -+ Christ, you are forgiven. In the
Spirit, you are made free. Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved
children of God. Amen.



GATHERING SONG All Creatures, Worship God Most High! (ELW 835)
verses 1-3 and 6

All Creatures, Worship God Most High!
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I All  crea-tures, wor-ship God most high! Sound ev - ’ry voice in earth and
2 Sing, broth - er wind; with clouds and rain you grow the gifts of fruit and
3 Sing, broth -er fire, so mirth-ful, strong; drive far the shad-ows, join the
4 All who for love of God for-give, all who in pain or sor-row
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sky: Al-le - Tu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Sing, broth -er sun, in splen-dor
grain: Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Dear sis - ter wa-ter, use - ful,
throng: Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Dear moth - er earth, so rich in
grieve: Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Christ bears your bur-dens and your
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bright; sing, sis - ter moon and stars of night
clear, make mu - sic for your Lord to hear: Alle - Tu - I-le -
care, praise God in col - ors bright and rare: € - - al-le
fears; still make your song a - mid the tears:
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lu - 1a, al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - 1a!

5 And you, most gentle sister death,
waiting to hush our final breath:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom,
fair is the night that leads us home.

Alleluia. Alleluia.

Text: Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226; tr. composite
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesénge, Koln, 1623
Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

6 O sisters, brothers, take your part,
and worship God with humble heart:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
All creatures, bless the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One:



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.

out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.

2 Glo-ry be Christfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claim you; Lord

to

a - lone, to you we call;

i ! ! i i —
Might-y God of all of
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a - bove;
Ho - ly One to all:

cre - a - tion, Fa - ther sur - pass - ing worth:

in faith we name you, God most high, yet near
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;
For

in your prom-ise firm we stand.

the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred,
we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair,
hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and
to love in your name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Genesis 45:3-11, 15

A reading from Genesis.

® Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers
could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.

“ Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer.
He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. > And now do not
be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me
before you to preserve life. ® For the famine has been in the land these two years;
and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest.
"God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive
for you many survivors. ® So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has
made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of
Egypt. ° Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph,
God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. '° You shall
settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and
your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have.
YT will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—
so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’”
> And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers
talked with him.

Holy wisdom, Holy word.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
' Do not be provoked by ! evildoers;
do not be jealous of those | who do wrong.
’ For they shall soon wither ! like the grass,
and like the green grass | fade away.
° Put your trust in the LORD | and do good;
dwell in the land and ! find safe pasture.
“Take delight ! in the LORD,
who shall give you your | heart’s desire.
° Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust ! in the LORD,
and see what ! God will do.
The LoRrD will make your vindication as clear ! as the light
and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun.
" Be still before the LORD and wait ! patiently.
Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in ! evil
schemes.
® Refrain from anger, leave ! rage alone;
do not be provoked:; it leads on- ! ly to evil.
°For evildoers shall | be cut off,
but those who hope in the LORD shall pos- ! sess the land.
191n a little while the wicked shall | be no more;
even if you search out their place, they will | not be there.
1 But the lowly shall pos- ! sess the land;
they will delight in abun- ! dance of peace.
%9 But the deliverance of the righteous comes from ! you, O LORD;
you are their stronghold in ' time of trouble.
“OYou, O LORD, will help them and ! rescue them;
you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in you ! they
seek refuge.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
A reading from 1 Corinthians.
> But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they
come?” ** Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. *’ And as for
what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of
wheat or of some other grain. *® But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to
each kind of seed its own body.

280 it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is
raised is imperishable. “*It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in



weakness, it is raised in power. “* It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual
body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. *° Thus it is written,
“The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving
spirit. “° But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual.
“"The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven.
“8 As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of
heaven, so are those who are of heaven. *° Just as we have borne the image of the
man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven.

U What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit
the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.
Holy wisdom, Holy word.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL.: Luke 6:27-38
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] ?” “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you, *° bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. %’ If
anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes
away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. *° Give to everyone who begs from
you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. ** Do to
others as you would have them do to you.

*2“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners



love those who love them. ** If you do good to those who do good to you, what
credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. * If you lend to those from
whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners,
to receive as much again. *° But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting
nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most
High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. *° Be merciful, just as your
Father is merciful.

*"“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not
be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; * give, and it will be given to
you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into
your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

YOUTH MESSAGE
NOISY BUCKET OFFERING Foster Kids Suitcase Program

MESSAGE Pastor Neil Brady



HYMN OF THE DAY Blest Be the Tie That Binds (ELW 656)

Blest Be the Tie That Binds
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1 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts 1n Chris - tian  love;
2 Be - fore our Fa - ther’'s throne we pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - twal woes, our mu - twual bur - dens bear,
4 From sor - row, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free;
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the u - m -ty of heart and mind s like to that a - bove.
our fears, our hopes,our aims are one, our com-forts and our cares.
and of - ten for each oth - er flows the sym - pa - thiz-ing tear.

and per - fect love and friend-ship reign through all e - ter - m - ty.
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Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.
Music: DENNIS, Johann G. Nigeli, 1773-1836, adapt.



CREED
Let us profess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

Surprising God, you call us to love our enemies and to show kindness in the face of
cruelty. Let our actions be a shining witness of your overwhelming grace for all.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

We pray for leaders, policymakers and the people of our country. We especially
pray for your wisdom and discernment amid heated arguments and differing
viewpoints that prevent us from loving one another in spite of our differences. God
of grace, hear our prayer.

Healing God, bless those who are ill and under doctors’ care with your continued
presence. Grant all your strength, healing, and love. We especially remember in
our prayers and all who we name aloud or in the silence of our
hearts. Be with your children in their time of need. God of grace, hear our
prayer.




Empower our faith communities to be signs of your gracious love and forgiveness.
Bless the ministries within our communities, that they will be a voice for those in
need in our communities. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We remember in our prayers those who join us in the ministry and in the
proclamation of the Word of God, especially our Prayer Partners, Rev. Julie
Schneider-Thomas, and the people of Zion Lutheran Church in Comstock Park,
Michigan. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We give thanks for the enduring witness of those who have died before us. May
their lives in you provide a witness of your everlasting grace. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your
promise is revealed among the people. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
This morning, during our offering, the choir will be singing.

CHOIR ANTHEM “With Grateful Heart” Arr. Mark Schweizer

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray,

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the
depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities,
and our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity,

now and always. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of
the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water
turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The joy of the Lord is our strength.
Come, eat this meal of gladness.

COMMUNION SONG

9] |

DA 1 | [ 1 1

7 | I | I — — (8
i P — 2 ! ud
@t - ———

&l
SRLINE

all the world a - way;

|
=
1 O Lambof God, you bear the sin
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
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Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.



COMMUNION HYMN I Come with Joy (ELW 482)

I Come with Joy
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1 1 come with joy, a child of God, for-giv - en, loved, and
2 1 come with Chris - tians far and near to find, as all are
3 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di - vi - sion
4 The Spir - it of the 1s - en Christ, un-seen, but ev - er
5 To - geth - er met, to - geth - er bound by all that God has
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free, the life of Je - sus to re - call in
fed, the new com - mu n - ty of love in
ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and
near, 1s in such  friend - ship bet - ter known, a -
done, we’ll  go with  joy, to give  the world the
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us  one.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
Sisters and brothers, may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ continue to
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray,

Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and

drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of
liberation and healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray,
Amen.



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

PASTOR'S PRAYER

Sisters and brothers in Christ, we have been called to love one another and to
forgive one another, even those we consider our enemies. | pray we may do just
that, in spite of personalities and opinions, we can continue to grow to respect one
another for who God has called each of us to be. As we approach our Lenten
season, may we strive to love and to forgive, even ourselves.

BLESSING
The Spirit of the triune God + bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, and
send you in love. Amen.

SENDING SONG O Day of Peace (ELW 711)

O Day of Peace
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1 O day of peace that dim-ly shines through all our hopes and prayers and dreams,
2 Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb, nor shall the fierce de - vour the small;
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May swords of hate fall from our hands, our hearts from en - vy find re-lease,

Then en - e-mies shall learn to love, all crea-tures find their true ac-cord;
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till by God’s grace our war-ring world shall see Christ’s prom-ised reign of peace.
the hope of peace shall be ful-filled, for all the earth shall know the Lord.

Text: Carl P. Daw IJr., b. 1944
Music: JERUSALEM, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918
Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.






