From the Pastor’s Desk…

November 2022

The colors are radiant and alive – filled with golden yellows, crimson
reds, with a little evergreen scattered across the landscape. Perhaps
you have taken some time to “take it all in” as they say. Maybe you
took the time to sit simply “be” outside in the splendor that surrounds
us this time of year – even if you have a rake and lawn bags by your
side. Because it is a special time – a time to immerse ourselves in the
awe and wonder. And yet, the stillness and shadows speak, a reminder of the beauty and magnificence of God’s perfect creation.
The sound is eerily silent and the darkness overwhelming – hints of
light peering through the stained-glass windows above to tell me life
is awakening. Soon this emptiness will be filled with chatter and
laughter, hugs and handshakes, and smiles. There will be music and prayers; hopefully you can
see it, feel it, and let yourselves simply “be.” Because it is a special time – a time to immerse
ourselves in the awe and wonder. And yet, the stillness and shadows still speak, a reminder of
the beauty and magnificence of God’s perfect creation.
The smell of fresh coffee brewing fills the air, with feet scurrying across the floor and muffled
voices from another room. Rising from nightly rest, preparing for another day, filled with to-do
lists and schedules, another day is dawning. The loudness of life will soon take center stage,
with the busyness of life soon to consume every waking moment; but this is as it should be. Because it is a special time – a time to immerse ourselves in the awe and wonder. And yet, the stillness and shadows continue to speak, a reminder of the beauty and magnificence of God’s perfect
creation.
There’s so much that happens at this time of year. There are goodbyes to warmer temps, longer
days, the beach and the pool; there are hellos to the crispness of the air and cooler temps, to college football, Halloween, and Thanksgiving; and there are even some “see you soon” to the cold(Continued on page 2)
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er temps and a snow-covered ground (warmer temps for those who are heading south), Christmas, family gatherings and sitting around a fireplace. Life
continues, days turn into nights and right back to days. Today is but a speck in
time; and tomorrow never comes – so what are we waiting for. All of it is
special– if we allow the time to immerse ourselves in the awe and wonder, for
the stillness and shadows will continue to speak, reminding you and me of the
beauty and magnificence of God’s perfect creation.
Blessings, sisters and brothers of Peace

Pastor Neil

Pastor’s Office Hours
Monday 10:00-1:00

Tuesday 10:00 2:00
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Wednesday 10:00-1:00

All Saints Sunday—November 6, 2022
We will be remembering the saints on Sunday, November 6th with candle lighting and the reading of the
names of those who have passed.

Veterans Recognition Sunday
Pastor Neil would like to recognize all our veterans on Sunday, November 13 th during our worship service
and our fellowship time. If you are a veteran or know of someone in our congregation who is a veteran,
please let Pastor Neil know – so no veteran is missed. Thanks.

Adult Bible Study
Apologies to all. The Adult Bible Study on the book of Revelation has been postponed until after the new
year. Stay tuned to the Tidings and the bulletin for more information.

Pastor’s Schedule
Pastor Neil and Sandy will be travelling to Mayo Clinic and Pastor will be out of the office from Monday,
November 7th through Thursday, November 10th. Please contact Scott Myckowiak or Kathy Cook for any
pastoral concerns.

Celebration of Thanksgiving
The congregations of First Congregational United
Church of Christ, St. John’s Episcopal Church, and Peace
Lutheran Church will be having an ecumenical Thanksgiving service on Sunday, November 20, 2022, beginning at 7:00pm. It will be held at St. John’s Episcopal
Church. The choirs of all three churches will be singing. We are hoping you, your families and friends, will
attend as we give thanks to God for the abundant blessings in our lives.
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Glen Meyer

November 3

Megan Hoesli

November 14

Johnny Hoesli

November 17

Marv Sommer

November 18

Carson Clark

November 19

Dave Anderson

November 19

Amy Hoesli

November 22

Lorene Crigier

November 27

No November anniversaries.
So, happy monthiversary to everyone!

If your birthday or anniversary is missing or incorrect, please
let Barb Myckowiak know so that it can be corrected.

The Wit of Martin Luther
You’ve sung his hymns and read the Small Catechism, but delving into Martin Luther’s sense of humor may be a new idea. The Wit of Martin Luther, written by the
late scholar Eric W. Gritsch, offers a fascinating look at the many ways humor permeated Luther’s views and writings. The preface reads: “His wit relaxed anxious
minds and annoyed angry foes. May it continue to do so today.” Whether it leads
to you feeling relaxed or annoyed, this slim book will expand your appreciation of
Luther (Augsburg Fortress, 2006).

Remember there is a noisy offering
the last Sunday of every month.
Our youth decide each month where
the money will be donated!
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Helping Siren Shelter at Christmas
(Christmas is less than 2 months away)

The Community
Action Team has selected Siren Shelter to help at Christmas this year. One thing they
are always in need of is new undies and socks. There is always gently used clothing donated to fill many needs but never enough underwear and socks to go around. We will
be applying for a Thrivent Action grant to help with this project. We will be purchasing
undies and sock in all sizes from the toddler to the large adult. Watch for the display to
go up about mid November. You will be able to select tags from the display to shop for.

There will be a collection box for items purchased and donation bucket if you would just
like to make a donation.
Donations will need to turned in by December 11, 2022
Questions can be directed to Louise Bradley or any Community Action Team member

Volunteers are still needed.
Our next Loads of Love laundry project will be on Saturday, November 12th from 8 am—noon at the Charlotte
Quality Dairy Laundromat.
You can sign up to help from 8-10 or 10-12. It’s mainly a
chance to talk with people and help them do their laundry. People are so appreciative of this opportunity and
it’s our chance to share God’s love with our neighbors.
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A COMMON WITNESS
October 14, 2022

One of the distinct privileges of this call as presiding bishop is seeing the church at work at home
and around the world. The Lutheran movement is
alive and well, speaking the gospel in a distinctive
voice. Sunday after Sunday the good news is proclaimed in accordance with Scripture and
the Lutheran Confessions. In hundreds of languages and dialects, God’s promise of grace, reconciliation and freedom is received and celebrated
in places Martin Luther never knew existed. We
are part of a worldwide family.
In many ways, and in the most important ways,
we are alike. The cross is our center. Faith, grace
and Scripture alone are our guides. A clear understanding of human brokenness and our inability to
save ourselves sets us apart from societal and
even some theological pressures that would try to
draw us away from the source of our life and freedom. A world built on works
and individualism promises salvation based on our own effort and denies salvation if we fail. The Lutheran movement points to another way. This is our common witness.
There are also glorious expressions particular to regions, countries and history:
governance; organization; the role of laity, deacons, pastors and bishops; and
the age for first communion, to name a few. And that’s just the ELCA! Around
the world the expression of Lutheranism takes on many different flavors—
literally and figuratively.
In the Northern Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa,
porridge is a staple at all meals, so they pray, “Give us today our daily porridge.”
Spiritual healers are an important part of the life and ministry in the Lutheran
church in Madagascar. Lutherans in Mexico celebrate the feast day of Our Lady
of Guadalupe, which falls just a day away from the Swedish celebration of Santa
Lucia. Lutherans around the world hold fast to the core and adapt to make the
gospel accessible.

A world built on works and individualism promises salvation based on our own effort and denies salvation if we fail. The Lutheran movement points to another way.

(Continued on page 7)
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Part of Luther’s genius was to make Scripture, preaching and worship available in
the language of the people. In fact, this year we celebrate the 500th anniversary of
the publication of his translation of the New Testament from the ancient Greek into
the German language, known as the “September Testament.” This publication
paved the way for other translations of the Bible, making it accessible for people
both at church and in their homes. All these variations make the Lutheran movement richer, especially when we share across borders and cultures.
It’s good to remember the events of the 16th century, but we shouldn’t get stuck
there. We need to ask what it means to be Lutheran in the 21st century. What it
means for the Lutheran World Federation’s 149 member churches, representing
over 77 million members in 99 countries, that are exploring Lutheran identity. For
some member churches with a state church tradition—Sweden, for example—
Lutheran identity is a novel concept. The Lutheran church was “The Church,” and
there was no need to think about identity. Now many churches in Africa and Asia
are forging an indigenous expression of what it means to be Lutheran. Yes, they
still sing hymns set to German, Swedish and American hymn tunes, but they are
also developing music and worship using traditional instruments and styles.
What will our Lutheran identity be in the ELCA? We still treasure our immigrant
roots—and we should. But if our ethnic identities become synonymous with Lutheran identity, we are missing the mark. The gospel, and Luther’s clear exposition of
it, transcends human boundaries. When a single culture’s vernacular becomes the
established language of the people, we hinder the gospel’s free course in the
world. We can become an alternative face of Christianity in the culture—one that
moves across divisions, is meant for all, and that is a free and liberating gift.
A monthly message from the presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Her email address: bishop@elca.org.

God’s kids say & do the funniest things
"An acquaintance of mine is the pastor of a Presbyterian church on the East coast. One Sunday, his six-year-old son returned home from S u n d a y s c h o o l a n d p r o u d l y displayed
a drawing of a jet plane with four people sitting in the cockpit.
"The boy explained that in Sunday school that day they had learned about the 'Flight to Egypt'
of Mary, Joseph, and Jesus. 'That's a fine drawing,' his father said, 'but who are the four people
in the cockpit?'
"The boy replied: 'Well, that's Joseph, Mary, Jesus, and Pontius — he's the pilot!'"
‒ Greg Isaac
Aurora, CO
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We can always use more cookies, baked goods and crafts -- signup sheets are in the Gathering
Space. A huge thank you to everyone who has already signed up! We have time slots available for anyone who can work at the event on Friday or Saturday; a signup sheet will be in the
gathering area on Sunday. We also have tickets available to purchase for our donation raffle - the winner will receive the beaded holiday scene on display in the gathering area .
Proceeds from this event will benefit the Crosswalk Teen Center in Charlotte and a landscape
project featuring native plants which attract birds, bees and butterflies.

Co-Chairs: Beverly DeFord and Susie Moore
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Want to get a head start on your Christmas gift
giving, support the Cross Walk Teen Center and
artisans and farmers around the world? Shop
our Peace Fair Trade Sale!
This year our Fair Trade SERRV sale will be a catalog/
online sale. You can order online by using this link:
https://www.serrv.org/?a=PeaceFairTradeSale
You need to always check the orange
banner at the top of the SERRV home
page before shopping, to make sure
your nonprofit is identified: You must
use this entire link for Peace to earn 20% of the cost of the
items that you order. The sale starts now!
Give back twice, to your community and to global communities in need!
A portion of the proceeds will be donated to the Charlotte
CrossWalk Teen Center

The churches of Peace and First Lutheran, along with Thrivent Financial and
Meijer will come together to offer for the 21st year a

FREE THANKSGIVING COMMUNITY DINNER
TAKE OUT ONLY

11:30 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST
THURSDAY, NOV. 24TH
EATON AREA SENIOR CENTER
804 S.COCHRAN, CHARLOTTE
ENJOY A TRADITIONAL THANKSGIVING DINNER WITH TURKEY, MASHED POTATOES, GRAVY, DRESSING, VEGETABLE, ROLL, AND PIE.
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November 2022
Church Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

7:00 pm
CAT
Team
Meeting

6 ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
9:30 am Worship
10:30 Gathering

13
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Gathering
10:45-Noon Sunday School

20 CHRIST THE
KING SUNDAY
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Gathering
10:45-Noon Confirmation
27 NOISY BUCKET
OFFERING
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Gathering
10:45-Noon Sunday School

7

Pastor out
of the office this
week
14

21

8
10:00 am
Worship
and Music
Meeting
7:00 pm
Council
Meeting
15

22

Wednesday
2
11:30 am
Caring
Team
Meeting
7:00 pm
Book Club

9

29

3
Drop off
Cookies for
the Cookie
Walk
7:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal
10
8:30 am
Men’s
Breakfast

7:00 pm
Book Club

7:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal

16

17

7:00 pm
Book Club

7:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal

23

24

6:00 pm
Men’s
Night Out
28

Thursday

Thanksgiving Day
30

7:00 pm
Book Club

10

Friday

Saturday

4

5

9:00-2:00
Cookie Walk

9:30-12:30
Cookie Walk

11
Veteran’s
Day

12
8:00-Noon
Loads of
Love at
Quality
Dairy

18
Articles Due
for the December Tidings

19

25

26

Many thanks to Kristin Shannon who has agreed to take over the responsibilities of publishing the Tidings of Peace. Send her your news articles
and pictures! gore.kristin88@gmail.com
Thanks for all of your support over the past 10 years. I have enjoyed
working with everyone on our newsletter!
Barb Myckowiak

Please feel free to submit articles or pictures for the Tidings to the editor, Kristin Shannon, gore.kristin88@gmail.com

Peace Lutheran Church (ELCA)
830 N. Cochran Ave.
Charlotte, MI 48813
517-543-1503
peacelutheran.charlotte@gmail.com
www.PeaceLutheranCharlotteMi.org
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with
all your strength and with all your mind; and love your neighbor as yourself.
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